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After Valter Ulbricht's weturn from his-visit to Russin, a meeting of the
SED Politbilro uas held at the residence of Wilhelm Pieck on 13 April.
Ulbricht stated that if Vest Germany joims the Couneil of Europe, the
Ragsians vill anncunce their intention of incorporating East Germany into
the eastern bloc.

Ulbricht said that the whole German question 1111 hawve 4o bo settled within
a yosr. If it is not possibls to achisve the unity of Germany, the Sovist
Union will conclude a soparate pesco treaty with East Cormany. Such a
treaty would bs "based on the Potsdam agrocment"; this includes, among
other things e provision for rapasations to Russia to the value of ten
billien dollars, of vhich the Ruasiang clain five hillions are still out-
gtanding,

Defonsive msasares in the Soviet zomo are to bo intensified, according to
Ulbricht. The occupation troops will be reinforced, espeeinlly by armored
unite, The paramilitary police will bs ammed with heavy machine guns and
light artillery.

Any additional faod inrbrtod from the Soviet Union to mest nevw vemuiroments
will be charzed to tho East German govermment, A% the same time, offorts
are to be made to imerease Interzonel trade, whether lepal or illsgal.

Following Ulbricht's presentation of these points, Otito Grateuohl and Mein-
rich Rau argued that the paymont of five billion dollars to Russia would
nocessitate the contimance of a low standard of living in East Germany, the
abandonment of all plans for new invostmonte, and the intensification of ex-
isting difficulties in indnstry, It is understocd that Pisck found himself
in disagrecment with Ulbricht, end that he felt that the Ruscians wore nhot
correctly informed of the smituation in East Gormany; this led to his decision
to malws a trip to lMoseow.®

Tho FDJ rally in Berlin planned for hitsuntide was also discussed. Ulbrieht
said that Mescow had ruled that no action should be tslen waich might - lead
to clashes or disturbanres, Grotewohl pointed out that transport diffieulties
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. uﬂl maks it impossibla for more than 250 (s:1.] persons to takd part in the
rally; The rarches will ba aeconpanied by 7,000 poliee, and 7,000 moTa
vill ha hold in resemo

G ¢ Pieck left for Moaeou ty air, accompanied Ambassadora
V.S, Semenov and G. M. Pushkin ’ w
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